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Abstract

Two short Greek books three centuries apart catalogue the same stones in nearly the same
words, use the same word for a seal, and name the same crimson with the same grain. This
note establishes the relations and withholds the readings, in the register of Catalogues and
Wills (#1581). Recorded: the overlap of the stone-lists item by item, with Theophrastus or-
dering by 60vanig (what a stone can do — colours water like the emerald, petrifies, draws,
tests gold like the Lydian stone) and John ordering by position (first to twelfth foundation, Rev
21:19-20); the two senses of ogpayic — the seal carved FROM the red unburnable GvOpaf
at Miletus, év @mep kol & £€dywva, against the seal set UPON the book of Rev 5:1, upon
persons at 7:3-4 (and then counted), and upon speech as a prohibition against writing at
10:4 — together with the closing counter-instruction un cppayiong (22:10) and the curse of
22:18 as the seal’s replacement technology; k6kkivov as one word at two ends of a supply
chain, the pigment ground and settled above Ephesus (v @mép £0Tt TO TAG TEXYVNG TO PED
DPLOTAPEVOD KATw KIwVEPapt, 10 6 éndvw kol mAelov mAvopa) and dated to a named inven-
tor ninety years back, against the same word worn by the woman and the beast and freighted
in the merchants’ manifest at 18:12; the hexagons in the mineral against the tetragon of the
measured cube; and the white yfijgog of Rev 2:17 bearing a name known only to its receiver,
set against stones whose knowledge is public because the test repeats — an instrument, or an
address. No dependence asserted, no source proposed, no allegory offered; Exodus 28 and
Ezekiel 28 named as John’s older relatives and untraced, because tracing them is the reading.
Extracted from the notebook The First Draft §34 and §34.1.
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Two Lists of Stones

De lapidibus and the Apocalypse: a groundwork note on relations,
withholding readings

Lee Sharks - v0.1 - 2026-09-07 - relations established, readings withheld - Greek from the
seated De lapidibus (First1KGreek tlg0093.tlg004, 4,267 tokens whole) and the seated Nestle
1904 (EA-CORPORA-01/04, Rev.txt)

Abstract

Two short Greek books, three centuries apart, catalogue the same stones in nearly the same
words, seal a text with the same word, and name the same crimson with the same grain. This
note sets the relations between them and withholds the readings. It records: the overlap of
the stone-lists, item by item, with what each list is for; the two senses of oc@payic — the seal
carved from the red stone and the seal set upon the book — and the closing instruction not
to seal; kOkkwov as the shared word for the crimson grain, made in one book and worn in
the other; the hexagons in the GvOpa& at Miletus against the tetragon of the measured city;
and the white yfipoc with the name known only to its receiver. No dependence is asserted,
no source proposed, and no allegory offered. What is offered is a table of correspondences at
the word, so that any reading built on them can be checked against the bytes.

1. Why relations, and why withheld

The archive’s practice distinguishes a groundwork note from a reading. A groundwork note
establishes what stands where, in whose words, at which locus, and stops; a reading says
what it means and takes the risk. This is the first kind. The correspondences below are
strong enough that a reading will come, and precisely for that reason the reading is not made
here: a table of shared words between a mineralogy and an apocalypse invites allegory, and
allegory is the cheapest thing available on this material. What is set down is what a later
reading will have to be true to.

Two books. Theophrastus, De lapidibus, some 4,300 words entire — the smallest complete
work under the name, a catalogue of what forms in the earth, with a theory of formation, a tax-
onomy by behaviour under fire and tool, and two workshop passages of unusual concreteness.
And the Apocalypse of John, twenty-two chapters, whose furniture is stones, seals, colours,
measures and a book.
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2. The stone-lists

Theophrastus opens by dividing what is constituted in the earth: T&®v &v Tf} y§j ovvioTapévwY
T pév £otv BOaTog T( 6€ Yijg — some of water, some of earth; the mined things (silver, gold)
of water, stone of earth. The stones are then sorted by what they do: meltable and unmeltable,
burnable and unburnable, some that colour water like the emerald, some that petrify what
is put into them, some that draw, some that test gold and silver like the Heraclean and the
Lydian stone. It is a list ordered by 6§bvauilg — power, what a thing can do.

John’s list is ordered by position. ot BgpéAiot Tod teiyovg THg mOAewg movTi AMOw Tpiw
KEKOOUNPEVOL: 0 Ogpédlog O mp®TOC {aomig, 60 HedTEPOG TAIPELPOG, O TPITOG YAAKNOWY, O
TétapTtog opdpaybog, 6 mépmtog capbovuvE, 6 £kTog adpblov, 0 EBBopog ypvodAbog, 6 6y6oo¢g
BripvAAog, 0 Evatog Tond(lov, 6 6EKATOg YPLodIPaoog, O £V6EKATOC DAKIVOOG, 0 BWEEKATOG
apéduvotocg (21:19-20). First to twelfth, each stone a course of wall.

The shared items, with each book’s treatment:

stone De lapidibus Revelation

opapaydocg colours water like itself (a fourth foundation (21:19)
dovvanig)

agapblov sexed: the transparent sixth foundation (21:20); and

oapbOVLE / GVOYLOY

apébvoov / apébvotog

DAaK1O0C (Avyyodplov)

{aomg

KPOOTAAAOG

GrOpag

napyopitng

redder one female, the
darker male; found when
certain rocks are cut open
ovoylov, mixed white and
grey side by side
wine-faced in colour,
transparent

Avyyolpla also sexed, the
female clearer and yellower
— (not in the seated text)

transparent, found when
rocks are cut

red, unburnable, seals
carved from it, hexagons at
Miletus

the one on the throne like
{aomg and oapdov (4:3)

fifth foundation (21:20)
twelfth foundation (21:20)
eleventh foundation (21:20)

the light of the city, as jasper
crystallizing (21:11); the
wall’s structure (21:18); the
throne (4:3)

the sea like crystal (4:6); the
river AauIpov wg
KpOoTaAldov (22:1)

twelve gates, each of one
pearl (21:21)

Two catalogues of the same cabinet. Theophrastus asks how each comes to be and what it
can do; John asks where each stands. Neither explains. The list is the form both reach
for when the object is the world’s furniture — and the note records that as a relation
between two operations, not as a borrowing.
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3. o@paylig, twice

In Theophrastus the seal is a product of the stone. AAAo 8¢ TL yévog £o0Ti AlOwY GotmeP
€€ évanTiwy mEPULKOG, GravoTor 6Awg, GrOpaf Kadoduevog, £€ oL Kai Ta o@payidla
YAO@OLOW, £pLOPOY HEV TQ YpWuaTy, 1Ipog 6& Tov HAtov TIBépevoy GrOPAKOG KALOPEVOL
molel ypdav — another kind of stone, grown as if from opposites, wholly unburnable, called
coal, from which they also carve the little seals, red in colour, and set to the sun it makes the
colour of burning coal. It is the most valuable, forty gold pieces for a very small one, brought
from Carthage and Massalia; and od Kaietor 6& 6 mept M{ANTOV YWDLOEWHIC GV £v Mrep
Kal ta £€aywva — the one about Miletus does not burn, being angular, in which also are
the hexagons.

In John the seal is applied, and in three registers. On a book: BipAiov yeypaupévov Eo0wbep Kal
O6mo0ber, KATEC@EPAYLOPEPOD o@paylow entd (5:1), whose opening, one seal at a time, is
the action of 6:1-8:1, each seal releasing not a text but an event, and the seventh releasing
silence in heaven for half an hour. On persons: Gypt o@payiowper 100G HovAovg Tod Be0d
NEOL Emt TOY peTOnwy adt®v (7:3), and then the sealed are counted — fiKovoo TOV AP1OPOY
TGOV éoppaylopévwrp (7:4). And on speech, as a prohibition against writing: Z@pdayloop &
EAdAnoav ol £nta Bpovtal, Kal pn avta ypawng (10:4) — seal what the seven thunders
said, and do not write them.

Against which stands the closing instruction: Mn o@payiong todg Adyoug Tiig mpopnteiag
oD BBA{ov ToOTOL: O KAPOG yap £yydg éoTwv (22:10). Do not seal the words of the prophecy
of this book, for the time is near. One book is sealed and must be opened by another; one
utterance is sealed and must not be written; this book must not be sealed at all. And in the
same closing paragraph, the seal’s replacement: a curse on adding to or taking from the
words (22:18-19) — the text protected not by closure but by a stated penalty for alteration,
which is a different technology.

The relation, stated and no further: Theophrastus’s seal is cut from the material; John’s
is set upon the object. In the one, the impression’s authority is that it is of the same
substance as the stone. In the other, the authority is the sealer’s, and the last word of the
book is that this text is to remain unsealed.

4. KOKKWOD

Theophrastus, on the worked cinnabar above Ephesus: &oti 6  d&ppog fjiv ovAAéyovat
Aaumupifovoar Kabamep 0 KOKKOC — a sand they collect that glitters like the kermes-
grain. The grain is the scarlet dye-insect of the oak; its name travels through Arabic girmiz to
kermes and to English crimson. In Theophrastus the word is a simile for the ore’s glitter, in a
passage that then describes the making: grinding in stone vessels, washing in bronze, taking
what settles and grinding again — £v Guép &0t TO THi¢ TéYVNG, in which is the art — with the
result that from equal material some workers get much and others little or nothing; to p&v
V@PLOTAPEPOD KATW KWwrdBapt, 10 6’ émdvw Kail mAeiov mAvopa, what settles below
is the cinnabar, what is above, and is more, is the wash. The art is dated and attributed:
one Callias, an Athenian from the silver mines, who thought the sand held gold because it
glittered, and when it did not, wondered at its beauty for the colour and so came to this
working; o0 nmaAoov 6’ £€otiv — not ancient, about ninety years.
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In John kKOkKoV is never made and always worn or carried. Onpiov KOKKwow (17:3); 1 yovn
MY mepBeBANPEDT TTOPPLPODY Kol KOKKIDOD, KOl KEXPLOWPEDT ¥puoiw Kol AlBw Tipie Kol
papyapitoig (17:4); the city mourned in Bdooivov Kai moppupody Kai KOkK1vov (18:16); and
in the merchants’ manifest the word stands in a cargo list — yépov ypvood Kol apydpov Kai
AlOov Tipiov Kol papyaptt®dv Kol fuocivov Kal mop@dRac Kal o1plKod Kal KOKKivov (18:12)
— between silk and citron-wood, among the goods no one buys any more.

The relation: one word, two ends of a supply chain. The téyvn at Ephesus that makes the
pigment, ninety years old and credited to a named man; and the freight of it in the hold, in a
list of what a city loses. Both books know the grain. One knows how it is ground; the other
knows what it costs.

5. Hexagon, tetragon

&v uep kKol T £E&ywva — in which also are the hexagons — of the unburnable red stone
at Miletus, whose angularity is what distinguishes it. And: 1 méA1G TeTpAywrog Keltal, Kai
TO PAKOC aOTHC 600V TO HAGTOG Kol £pETPNOED TNV HOAWY TM KaAdpw £m otadiwy 6ok
YALG6wY- TO PfKoG Kaid 10 MAGTOC Kol TO Dyog avTiig loa €otiv (21:16) — the city lies four-
square, and its length, breadth and height are equal; a cube of twelve thousand stadia, of
gold like clear glass, with twelve gates of one pearl each, on the twelve stone foundations.

In both, a geometrical figure is what makes the material legible: the hexagon is how the
stone is formed and how it is told from the burnable kind; the tetragon is how the city is
measured and known to be finished. The note records the pair and stops. (That Borges’s
crimson hexagon is a volume in a hexagonal library — the shelf’s geometry becoming the
book’s — is a third term, and its relation to these two is a reading, not a relation.)

6. The white yij@poc

Bwow aOT® WYPHEPEOV AELVKND, KAl £l TNV YhHpov 6o Kalvov yeEypappiévor, 0 0DOELC
owbep €l pun 0 AapBavww (2:17) — I will give him a white pebble, and on the pebble a new
name written, which no one knows except the one receiving.

yi@oc is the stone in its third sense, neither the mineral nor the gem: the counting-pebble and
the voting-pebble, the stone by which a verdict is cast and a sum reckoned. On it is written
a name that exists only in its reception. Theophrastus’s stones are known by what they do
under fire and tool, and their names are common; this stone’s whole content is a name that
no one can read but its receiver.

The relation, set down without a reading: the two books’ stones are legible in opposite
directions. Theophrastus’s are legible to anyone who applies the test — the Lydian stone
tries gold, the emerald colours water, the GvOpa€ will not burn — and the knowledge is public
because the test is repeatable. John’s white yfjpoc carries a knowledge that is complete
only at the point of reception and nowhere else. One stone is an instrument; the other is an
address.
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7. What is not claimed

No dependence: nothing here suggests John read Theophrastus, or that a mineralogical tra-
dition stands behind the foundation-list. The stone-names are the common property of Greek
lapidary vocabulary, and both lists have older relatives — the high priest’s breastplate of Ex-
odus 28 and Ezekiel 28 for John’s, the Near Eastern stone-lists for Theophrastus’s — which
this note does not trace, because tracing them is the reading. No allegory: the correspon-
dences are not being read as a hidden concordance, and the fact that a mineralogy and an
apocalypse share a cabinet of stones is not by itself remarkable. What is set down is narrower
and checkable: the same stones, the same crimson grain, the same word for a seal,
and two opposed constructions of what a stone is for — an instrument to be tested, or a
token to be received.

Whoever builds a reading on these relations will have to take the whole set: the list that
orders by 8bvapig beside the list that orders by position; the seal cut from the stone beside
the seal set upon the book, and the instruction not to seal; the pigment ground beside the
pigment worn; the hexagon in the mineral beside the tetragon in the vision; and the public
test beside the private name. The relations are here. The readings are withheld.

Texts

Theophrastus, De lapidibus: OpenGreekAndLatin First1KGreek, tlg0093.tlg004, seated
whole (4,267 tokens), read at chapters I-1II (formation and the unburnable stones), the gem
list (odpdlov, Avyyoiprov, Kdavog, dvdylov, dpébvoov, dydtng), and the pigment chapters
(ywo0ov, 16¢, kwvapapt, with the Callias notice). The Attic archon’s name at the close of
the Callias notice is cut off in the seated text and is flagged for collation against Eichholz.

Revelation: Nestle 1904, EA-CORPORA-01/04 (Rev.txt), read at 1:11, 1:19, 2:17, 4:3, 4:6, 5:1-
9, 6:1-8:1, 7:2-8, 9:4, 10:4, 17:3-4, 18:12, 18:16, 18:21, 21:2, 21:11, 21:16, 21:18-21, 22:1,
22:10, 22:18.

Companion: The First Draft §34 and §34.1, from which this note is extracted; the archive’s
stamp doctrine (a seal derived from the sealed) at EA-MPAI-AXN and the AXN resolver.
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