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Abstract

A groundwork note establishing relations among the texts that carry the custody, enumer-
ation, and route of the Aristotelian and Theophrastan books: the four Peripatetic wills pre-
served by Diogenes Laertius (Aristotle, Theophrastus, Strato, Lycon), the two catalogues he
attaches to the lives of Aristotle and Theophrastus with their stichometric totals (445,270
and 232,808 lines), Strabo XIII.1.54, Plutarch Sulla 26, Diogenes V.38, and Epistle VI. The
receiving texts are treated as texts; the operations are counts, positions, co-occurrences, and
verbatim clauses; readings are withheld and the underdetermined areas are listed as ques-
tions. Established: the three books-clauses partition three ways (all to Neleus / all except
our own / read and unpublished); the will of Aristotle names no book, library, school, or suc-
cessor; Theophrastus’s will assigns the books to one person and the premises to a commons
under a prohibition on alienation, in adjacent clauses; the Theophrastan catalogue’s initials
run the alphabet twice before an unordered tail, contain nine internal doublets, share twelve
titles letter-for-letter with Aristotle’s list, and carry the entry 'Yonopvnudtwv AploToTEMKGOD
1| O®coppaoteiwv — alternative attribution in the catalogue’s own wording; Strabo narrates
the custody with mapébwkev three times and asserts a first link (Aristotle to Theophrastus)
that the will does not contain; Plutarch names Andronicus’s act as dvaypdyot TOOC VOV
pepopévoug mivakag. The extant corpora are counted (Plato 561,330; Aristotle 981,399;
Theophrastus 170,763 Greek words as digitized) and set against the catalogued totals as
two acts, not as a measure of loss. Corrections after review (garden; images versus bones;
apparatus stripped from the cut; Ahigar and the alphabetic runs held to the observable) are
recorded in v0.3. Companion to EA-CORPORA-12 (#1580), which seats the texts, and to The
Stone for a List.

Body
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whose rule governs the note — relations only, texts only, receiving texts included, readings
withheld; v0.3 incorporates a second reader’s (ChatGPT) corrections on four local points.
The relations asserted are Lee Sharks’s; so are the errors. axn schema version: v2 proto-
col version: alexanarch-deposit-protocol/vl keywords: - Aristotle - Theophrastus - Diogenes
Laertius - Strabo - Plutarch - Neleus - Scepsis - Andronicus - wills - testaments - catalogues
- pinakes - stichometry - transmission - library - Peripatos - Lyceum - Epistle VI - Erastus -
Coriscus - corpus - provenance *** # Catalogues and Wills: A Groundwork Note on the Peri-
patetic Transmission Texts — Relations Established, Readings Withheld (v0.3)

Catalogues and Wills

A groundwork note on the Peripatetic transmission texts — relations
established, readings withheld

Lee Sharks - v0.3 - 2026-09-06 - corrections after review (garden; images vs bones; appara-
tus stripped; Ahigar and the alphabetic runs held to the observable; witness status stated);
seatings added: Plutarch Sulla 26, D.L. V.38, Ep. VI head; Athenaeus pending

Scope. This note establishes relations among the texts that carry the custody, enumeration,
and route of the Aristotelian and Theophrastan books: the four Peripatetic wills preserved
by Diogenes Laertius, the two catalogues he attaches to the lives of Aristotle and Theophras-
tus with their stichometric totals, and Strabo’s account of the library’s route. The receiving
texts (Diogenes, Strabo, Plutarch) are treated as texts: what they say, where, in what words,
and against what other text. The wills are testamentary texts preserved by Diogenes — de-
scriptions of material arrangements (an image, a library, a garden), which are distinct from
independently surviving contemporary objects; where the note says “the will places” it means
the text places. Nothing here interprets; the operations are counts, positions, co-occurrences,
and verbatim clauses, so that later work in areas the record leaves underdetermined begins
from what the pages contain and not from what has been assumed of them. Every Greek quota-
tion below is from a seated digital edition (Perseus canonical-greekLit, perseus-grc2; fetched
2026-09-06); print collation against Dorandi (Diogenes) and Radt (Strabo) is pending.

1. Texts seated

1. Diogenes Laertius V.11-16 — the will of Aristotle. Opening formula "Eotot pgv €0+ £&v
8¢ T ovpBaivn, Tabe 61£0st0 AproToTéAng. 466 words as cut.

2. Diogenes Laertius V.22-27 — the catalogue of Aristotle’s works, introduced Zvvéypaye
6¢ mapmiewota PBAla, Grep axdAovBov fiynoaunr vmoypayai, closed by the total:
PLpLabeg oTiywy TETTAPEG KOl TETTAPAKOVTA IPOC TOIG MEVTAKIOYIA{01¢ Kol 6lak0Tiolg
eB6opunkovta — 445,270 lines.

3. Diogenes Laertius V.42-50 — the catalogue of Theophrastus’s works, closed by the total
‘A ylvovtat otiywv MKy B w' " — 232,808 lines.

4. Diogenes Laertius V.51-57 — the will of Theophrastus. Opening formula "Ectat pev -
eav 6€ T ovppi), Tadde ratiBepar. 576 words as cut.
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10.

11.

. Diogenes Laertius V.61-64 — the will of Strato. Opening Ta6e Sratibepat, £Gv TL HACYW.

271 words.

. Diogenes Laertius V.69-74 — the will of Lycon. Opening T&be diatiBepat. 555 words.
. Strabo XIII.1.54 — the route of the books, ¢k 8¢ Ti¢ TKAWYEWC ... IEPL PEV OLY TODTWD

amdypn.

. Plutarch, Sulla 26 (canonical-greekLit tlg0007.tlg033, perseus-grc2): €€eiAev £0LTD

v Anedhik®vog Tod Tniov PBALOOAKNY, v 1) T mAEioTa TOV APloTOTEAOLG Kol
Ocoppdotov BRAlwY N, obmw TéOTE Tapdc yvwplldpeva toic moAdoig, Aéyetar 6&
koploBeiong avTiic €i¢ Pwunp Tupavviwva TOV yPAPPATIKOD EVOKEVATATOHAL TX TOAAQ,
Kol map’ abtod Tov Podlov Avbpdvikov £DIMOPRTADTA TGOV AVTIYPAPWY £1¢ néoov Beivan
KOl Apaypayal Tovg pOv PEPOREDPOVC MIDAKAC. ... 514 T0 TOV» NnNAéwc Tod TKnyiov
KAfipov, @ T PipAia Katédure Oeéppactoc, ic dgriotipove Kol 16idTag dvOp@IOS
meplyevéoBat. Relations: Andronicus is named here and not in Strabo; his act is stated
as drawing up the mivakec now in circulation — the catalogues; the two names are
again one lot (T®v Aprototédovg Kai Ocoppaotov BBAiwv); Theophrastus’s bequest to
Neleus is restated (katéAme).

. Diogenes V.38 (the life of Theophrastus): Ttodtov TOpTapOV Acyopevor OedppaoTov S

T0 g Ypdoewg Beoméolovr AploToTtéAng petwvonaocer. The renaming is stated with
Hetwronoaoesr and the reason thg ppdoewg Oeoméoiov; Diogenes’s text gives no interme-
diate name. Two lines on: Aéyetol 6 én’ avTod 1€ Kol KaAAltoBévoug 10 dpotov elmeiv
AplotoTtéAny, Omep MMAdtwva [of Xenocrates and Aristotle] — Theophrastus paired with
Callisthenes in Aristotle’s mouth, as Aristotle was paired with Xenocrates in Plato’s.
Epistle VI (Perseus canonical-greekLit tlg0059.tlg036): IMA&twv Epueia kai Epdotw
kol Kopiokw b mp&tTew ... Epdote 6& kad Koplokw, mpog Tf Téw elb6v copia T KaAf
Ta0TN ... The two names Strabo calls ZwxkpaTtikoi of Scepsis are the letter’s addressees,
credited there with t@v £16Gv copia.

Pending: Athenaeus I 3a-b (the Ptolemy variant; the Perseus grc2 edition is absent from
the repository); Aelian VH XIV 1 (the revocation of the Delphic honours); the Delphic
decree itself from FD III 1, 400 / Syll.? 275 (see the companion reading note).

The four wills are seated in full as the appendix of EA-CORPORA-12 (#1580) and on the Dio-
genes Laertius seat (inline apparatus of the digital edition removed after review; Lycon’s
extract cut before Diogenes’s closing assessment); the catalogue parses and the Strabo pas-
sage are in the working files.

2. The wills: relations

2.1 The books clause, will by will (verbatim)



Alexanarch - AXN:066F.GENERATIVE

deposit #1581

testator

the clause on books

the clause on the school

Aristotle

none. The stem P1BAl- does
not occur in the will (0
occurrences).

none as a disposition of
philosophical premises or of
succession. A garden is

Theophrastus

Strato KOTaAelmw 6 adT® Kol T

Lycon Tapo BpAla Ta

mentioned once, as the
location of Herpyllis’s
lodging at Chalcis (tov
EevOva TOV TPOC TG KNIW);
no school, mepinatog, or
successor is named.

TOV 6¢ KTImoV KOl TOV
MEPIIATOD KOl TAG OLKI0G
TAC IPOC TG KNIW IAONC
616wt TV yeypappévwo
@{dwv &el 10ig Bovrouévorg
oLOYoAGTelw Kal
OLPPIAOCOQETD €V AOTAIG ...
pnt’ €€aAAotplodot pAt’
e&1baCopévou punbevdg, GAd’
WG av POV KOt
KEKTNHEVOLC.

Katadeinmw 6& N pev
BBAla méwta, AN v adTol  Sratppiy ADKwL, EmEd
yEYpa@opED. TGOV GAAWD o1 pév elot
npeoPOTEPOL, ol 6€ doyodot.
(the mepimatog to a named
aveyvwopéva [to Chares] - group; see the will)

T 6" avékbota KaAAivw

OTIWC EMPEADC ADTA EKOD.

T 6€ BipAia mavta NnAetl.

Relations that follow from the table without interpretation:

. The word for books occurs once in each of the three later wills and not at all in the first.
. In Theophrastus’s will the books go to one person (Nnaei, singular dative) and the
premises to a plurality (t®v yeypoappévwv @idwv ... toic Bovropévorg), held kowwij, with
the explicit prohibition of alienation or private appropriation (unt’ €¢€aAAotprodol pnt’
e€161aCopévov unbevdg). The two clauses are adjacent (ta 6& BpAla mavta NnAeil. tov
6¢ kfimov ...). The books are not placed under the commons rule.

. The recipient of the books, Neleus, is one of the ten named kowwvodvteg of the premises
("ITmmapyog, NnAedg, Ztpdtwr, KaAAivog, Anpoétipog, Anudapatog, KaAAioHivng,
Meldavtng, IMaykpéwr, Nikuamocg). Strato, who became scholarch, is in the same list.
The will does not name a scholarch.

. Strato’s will separates two classes of books: T& BipAia mévta and Gv adTOl YeEYPAPANED,
and bequeaths only the first. The disposition of the second is not stated in the will.

. Lycon’s will separates two classes by a different criterion: ta dveyvwopéva and T«
avékdota, and attaches to the second an instruction to publish (6w Eémped&dg adTX
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EKOM).
6. The three books-clauses therefore use three different partitions: all / all-except-own /
read-and-unpublished.

2.2 Persons across the wills

Name-stems shared between wills (computed on the seated Greek; same-name identity is not
asserted):

* Aristotle N Theophrastus: ApltototéAng (as testator; as lkwv in the shrine; as grandson
AproTtoTtédel T Mntpodwpov Kai ITub1ddog vi®), NikOpayog, IMubiag, Ztdysipa, XaAKIG.

* Theophrastus N Strato: Ztp&twv (koOwwvdg in the one; testator in the other).

* Theophrastus N Lycon: KaAAivog (recipient of the Stagira estate in the one; publisher
of the dvékbota in the other).

* Strato N Lycon: AOKRwv (recipient of the Siwatpipry in the one; testator in the other),
Al6@avTog.

* Aristotle N Strato, Aristotle N Lycon: none.

Two further co-occurrences inside Aristotle’s will: @ed@paoTtoc is named twice — among the
empeAntail (Empedeliobor Aprotopévny, Tipapyov, ‘Tnnapyov, AlotéAnv, Osdppactov, £av
BovANTAL Kal £vdéyntal avt®) and as the alternative to Nicanor for the daughter (¢&v 6¢
BoOANTO OedpPpaoTog ivat petd Tig moanboéc, kaddmep mpoc Nikdvopa). “Iomapyoc is named
in Aristotle’s will (caretaker) and in Theophrastus’s (first of the kowwvodvteg and executor
of the will’s provisions).

2.3 What Aristotle’s will contains instead

Guardianship (Avtimatpov £nitpomov ... mavtwp Kol 61& mavtdg); the daughter’s marriage to
Nicanor; Herpyllis’s provision, including the guest-house by the garden at Chalcis; manumis-
sions; images (eik6veg, commissioned from Gryllion) to be completed and set up — Nicanor’s,
Proxenus’s, and that of Nicanor’s mother; the brother’s image dedicated as his memorial,
emeldn among £tededTnoe; the image of “our mother” dedicated to Demeter at Nemea or
wherever seems best; Pythias’s bones to be taken up and laid where he is buried, ®omep
avtn mpooéta&ep; four-cubit stone images vowed to Zeus Soter and Athena Soteira at Stagira.
No writing, book, library, school, or successor.

3. The catalogues: relations

3.1 Counts and totals

titles (as parsed) stated total in otiyor order
Aristotle (V.22-27) 144 445,270 not alphabetical;
grouped
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titles (as parsed) stated total in otiyor order
Theophrastus 221 232,808 two alphabetical
(V.42-50) sequences and a tail
(83.2)

Parsing rule: a title is the text preceding a group of book-numerals (a’ B"...); bracketed entries
are counted as they stand on the page. Editorial totals differ by a few from these parses.

3.2 The structure of Theophrastus’s list

The sequence of initial letters of the titles (prepositions and articles skipped) runs, after a
short unordered prefix, through the alphabet once (a ... y), then restarts and runs through
it a second time (« ... ), then continues in an unordered tail of roughly thirty titles. What is
observable is the double alphabetical run and the unordered tail. That these reflect distinct
source lists placed end to end is a further inference, recorded as such; the identity of the
sources is not given by the page. Aristotle’s list shows no such alphabetization.

3.3 Doublets within Theophrastus’s list

Nine titles occur twice within the list (normalized): ITepi BaotAeiag, Emysipnudtwy, Oéoelg,
IMpoPAnuatwy ovvaywyfg, Tlepl draforig, Tepl pétpwr, Tlepl TOY MPOPANUATWY ELOKGD,
IIpotpentikdg, and one single-letter entry. Two of these carry the editorial brackets on the
page ([TIegpl 61aPoAfic o], [TIpoTPenTIKOG ]).

3.4 Titles identical across the two catalogues

Twelve distinct titles appear, letter for letter, in both Aristotle’s and Theophrastus’s lists: TTepl
BaotAelag - TTepl Cwwv - TTepl KvNoew( - Iepl Aé€ewg - TTepl povotkic - Iepl mAodTOL - Tepl
gAiag - TTept podoewc - Tlepl £kovoiov - ITpoTPenTIKOC - Ta mpo TGOV Ténwv - EpwTikAC.

3.5 Entries in Theophrastus’s list that name the other authors

Five titles in the Theophrastan catalogue carry the name of Aristotle, Plato, or the Academy
in the title itself:

o ‘Yonopvnudtwy AptototeMKOD 1) Osoppaocteiwy — Notes, Aristotelian or Theophrastan.
The catalogue assigns the work to either name with 1.

* ITepl nboviic wg AprototéAng — On pleasure, as Aristotle [has it].

e 'Emtopcv Aprototédovg nept (wwv — Epitomes of Aristotle’s On Animals (six books).

e 'Emttopn tiig ITAdtwrog IToAtteiag.

» TIpog tovg €€ Akadnpeiag.

3.6 The Akiyoapog entry

Akiyapog o stands in the Theophrastan list. The title is that of the Ahiqar book; the entry
itself does not distinguish a library holding from a work attributed to Theophrastus, and the
note does not.
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3.7 The totals as sentences

Both totals are stated in the same form — a title-list closed by a sum of lines — and both stand
in the same text (Diogenes), at the same position in each life (between the works and the
will, for Theophrastus; after the works, for Aristotle). The Theophrastan total is 52.3% of the
Aristotelian.

4. Strabo XIII.1.54: relations

4.1 The custody chain in Strabo’s verb

Strabo narrates the custody with one verb three times: 0 yodv AploTOoTEANG TNV £xLTOD
OcoPpdotw MAPEBWKED, Gmep Kol THY OYoANy &mélume ... Ogdppaoctoc 68 NnAel
napP£dwke: 60 6’ l¢ TkNYw Koploag Toic peT’ adToY mapEdwkew. The verb is mapabidwpt
in each link.

4.2 What Strabo asserts that the wills do not

1. That Aristotle handed his library to Theophrastus (the will of Aristotle names no books).

2. That Aristotle left the school to Theophrastus (the will of Aristotle names no school).

3. That Theophrastus’s library contained Aristotle’s (¢v 1) v kai 1} Tod ApioToTéAovg) —
the will of Theophrastus says t& BipAla mévta without partition.

4. That Aristotle was mp®Ttog¢ wv {opev ocvvayayowv BipAia and taught the kings in Egypt
B1BAl0ONKNC cOVTOEWD.

4.3 What Strabo asserts that agrees with the will

That the books went from Theophrastus to Neleus (NnAel napédwkrer ~ t& 6¢ BpAla navTta
NnAed).

4.4 Neleus’s provenance in Strabo

¢K 6 Thg ZKNYewg ol Te TwKpaTikol yeyovaow "Epactog kai Kopiokog kai 0 Tod Kopiokov
vio¢ NnAedg, avnp Kol Aptototéhoug Nrpoanévog Kai Osoppdotov. Strabo calls Erastus and
Coriscus Zwkpatikoi; Neleus is Coriscus’s son and a hearer of both. The names "Epactog and
Kopiokog are the addressees, with Hermias, of the sixth of the Platonic Epistles (VI, 322c-
323d); the co-occurrence of the names is recorded here, the identity of persons not asserted.

4.5 The route, in Strabo’s words

The heirs at Scepsis were i61&Tat who kept the books KATAKAEIOTA ... 006" €mPeAGC KElPEVQ;
on learning of the Attalid book-collecting for Pergamum, xkatd yfi¢ Ekpvyav £v Siwpoyl Ty
damaged 010 votiag Kal ont®; sold late to AmeAAMkGvTt 1@ Tniw for much silver — té te
Aplototédovg Kai T Tod OcoppaoTtov BiBAia (the two names together as one lot); Apellicon,
@LAGBBAOC pdAdov 1) @adoowog, restored the worm-damage into new copies dvamAnp®v 0VK
eb and £€£6wkey apapTadwy mAfpen T PPAia; after Apellicon’s death Sulla took the library
to Rome; Tyrannion the grammarian handled it (@iAapiototéAng wv); booksellers used bad
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scribes and did not collate (00K avTipaAAovteg), as with books written for sale £év046e kai €v
AAe€avdpeiq. Andronicus is not named in Strabo’s passage.

4.6 Strabo’s statement about the school’s books

oLPEPT BE Tolg €K TGOV mePUT&TWY TOlg peED maAat Tolg PETA OedPPATTOY OVK EYOVOY OAWG
T BLRAla IATN Y OAlywD, Kal pdAtota 1OV £EWTEPIKGOD, Nbev £Xe1v PLAOCOPETY IPAYUATIKGG,
aAdax Béoerg AnkvOiCeww. The Peripatetics after Theophrastus had, per Strabo, few books and
mostly the exoteric ones. Set beside this, without inference: the extant Aristotelian corpus
consists of the treatises, and the exoteric works are lost.

5. Counts: the two acts

catalogued,
converted (6.0-6.7
words/oTtiyog,
extant, counted calibrated on the
(open corpora, one catalogued, stated extant Aristotle’s
edition per work) (D.L) 4.66 letters/word)
Plato 561,330 words (37 no total in D.L. III —
works)
Aristotle 981,399 words (48 445,270 otiyol 2.67-2.99 M words
works as digitized;
the Bekker corpus as
a whole runs nearer
1.05-1.1 M)
Theophrastus 170,763 words (7 232,808 oTtiyot 1.40-1.56 M words

works as digitized;
~195,000 with the
opuscula not in the
open corpora)

The left column counts one act — what the transmission kept, as digitized. The middle column
reports another — what a catalogue stated. The right column converts the second by a calibra-
tion drawn from the first. The ratios (Aristotle ~35% of his stated total; Theophrastus ~12%;
Plato ~20% of Aristotle’s stated total) are relations between the two acts, not measurements
of loss, and are labeled as such.

Of the extant Theophrastus, the two botanical works are 141,438 of 170,763 counted words
(83%).
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6. Underdetermined areas (questions, not readings)

1.

w

11.

How the Aristotelian books reached Theophrastus. The will of Aristotle is silent; Strabo
supplies mapébwkev. No text states a mechanism.

. Why the books and the premises were bequeathed under different regimes — one person

for the books, a commons under a prohibition on alienation for the premises — and
whether the will’s silence on the books’ regime is the text’s or the tradition’s.

. What Strato’s will did with Gv abdtol yeypdpapep, and to whom.

Whether Callinus in Theophrastus’s will and Callinus in Lycon’s are one person; whether
Hipparchus in Aristotle’s and in Theophrastus’s are one.
The referents of the twelve identical titles across the two catalogues: two works, one
work listed twice, or one library listed under two heads.

. The entry 'Yonopuvnudatwv AptototeAik®v 1) Ocoppaoteiwv: what state of a work, or of a

list, produces 1.

. The sources of the two alphabetical sequences in the Theophrastan list and of its tail;

whether the 232,808 is the sum of the list as it stands or of a list it was copied from.

. The Strabo route against the Athenaeus route (Neleus’s sale to Ptolemy Philadelphus):

pending seating of Athenaeus I 3a-b.

. Andronicus: named by Plutarch (Sulla 26), absent from Strabo; pending seating.
. Strabo’s “mostly the exoteric” against the extant corpus’s “only the esoteric”: two state-

ments about the same books, in inverse.
The names Erastus and Coriscus in Strabo and in Epistle VI: a co-occurrence of names
at the custody point, awaiting the Letter’s seating beside the geography.

Texts

Diogenes Laertius: Perseus canonical-greekLit tlg0004.tlg001.perseus-grc2 (Book V), fetched
2026-09-06; the four wills cut at their opening formulae and the closing 61a6fikat sentence;
catalogues cut at Zvvéypaye 6¢ mdpumieiota BipAia / the stated total, and at the Theophrastan
list’s beginning / A yivovtat otiywv. Strabo: tlg0099.tlg001.perseus-grc2, XIII1.1.54, fetched
the same day. Word counts of the extant corpora from PerseusDL canonical-greekLit and
OpenGreekAndLatin First1KGreek (tlg0059, tlg0086, tlg0093), Greek tokens of body text af-
ter removal of apparatus and notes, one edition per work (the fullest). Print collation pending
throughout.
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