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INTRODUCTION 

The Manuscript. The MS. now known as Cotton Nero A. x. 

came to Sir Robert Cotton from the library of Henry Savile of 
Bank, in Yorkshire (1568-1617), a great collector who secured 
rich spoils from the Northern monasteries and abbeys. In Brit. 
Mus. MS. Harl. 1879, a catalogue of Savile’s library, there is 
a reference to ‘an owld booke in English verse beginning Perle 

pleasants to princes pay in 4° limned’.} 
The MS., a small quarto volume, was bound up by Cotton 

between two other MSS. in no way connected with the poems, 

the first being a panegyrical oration in Latin by Justus de 
Justis on John Chedworth, Archdeacon of Lincoln, dated July 16, 

1468, at Verona, and the second being theological excerpts in 

Latin in a handwriting of the end of the thirteenth century. At 
the end is added ‘ Epitaphium de Ranulpho, abbate Ramesiensi ” 
Abbot from 1231 to 1253. 

Richard James, Cotton’s librarian, prefixed a list of contents, 
and described the present poems comprehensively as follows : 
‘Vetus poema Anglicanum, in quo sub insomnii figmento multa 
ad religionem et mores spectantia explicantur.’ It is obvious 
that he had merely glanced at the first of the four poems, and 
it is questionable whether the four poems were differentiated 
until Sir Frederic Madden, Keeper of the MSS. in the British 
Museum, gave a fairly accurate account of the illustrations in 
his Syr Gawayne, published by the Bannatyne Club in 1839, 
although his description of Pear? is singularly erroneous, and it 
has been possible to correct some important particulars. 

Our poems are contained in that part of the MS. which was 
until recently numbered from IF. 37 to F. 126. Ff. 37 and 38 
give four pictures illustrating Pear/, and the text of the poem 
starts on I’. 89a. There are catchwords at the foot of If. 50b, 

» 

1 See Preface to Patience, edited by I. Gollancz, Select Karly English Poems, 
Oxford University Press, 1913. 
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8 THE MANUSCRIPT 

62 b, 74b, 86b, 98b, 110b, and 122b. The last poem ends on 
F, 124b, and at the end, in a somewhat later hand, is written, 

‘Hony soyt qui mal pence.’ Then follow illustrations to Gawain 
on Ff, 125, 125b, and 126. Accordingly, we have seven 
gatherings of twelve leaves, and an eighth of four leaves, the 
pictures at the beginning being separate. 

The handwriting, which is slowly fading, is generally regarded 
by experts as belonging to about the end of the fourteenth 

century. So far it has not been identified with that preserved 
in any other MS. Apart from its ‘small, sharp, irregular 
character’, its marked peculiarity is the use of the symbol 
t3 =z or s, derived evidently from an Anglo-French scribal 
mannerism.! There are no titles to the poems. Large letters 
of blue, flourished with red, and illustrations mark off the poems 
and their main divisions. It is noteworthy that the scribe, in 
the case of Pearl and Gawain, indicated by a mark the different 

stanzas. In Cleanness and Patience he evidently treated the 
poems as consisting of quatrains, and although the marks are in 

many cases well nigh obliterated, there are enough still visible 
to justify the inference that this method of marking was carried 

through consistently. 
The MS. is in one hand, but a corrector has here and there 

tampered with the original, and another hand seems to have 
gone over some passages which evidently had already become 
almost illegible. These corrections and tracings are duly recorded 
in the textual notes that follow. 

It is difficult to theorize as to the relation of the MS. to the 
original script of the poet. It may be safely inferred that, after 
allowing for scribal errors, our MS, is not an exact transcript 
of the originals. Some years have evidently elapsed, and the 
scribe clearly belonged to a time and a district in which final 

-e’s sounded by the poet were dropped to the detriment of the 
metre—inside the line in Pear/, and notably at the end of the 
line in the purely alliterative verse. Again, though it would 
seem that Pearl, Cleanness, and Patience may have been derived 
from one type of MS., it seems likely that Gawain may have 

1 See article on Z in N, E.D. 

— 
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been copied from a MS. of a different type. In discussing the 
question of the authorship of the poems, it is erroneous to make 
any rigorous deduction from the general phonology of the poems 
as preserved in our unique MS., though it may be possible 
therefrom to localize the dialect of this particular scribe.! The 
only sure test for determining the home of the poet is perhaps 
to be found in the careful analysis of the rhyming words. 

The Illustrations. But for the fact that several of the 
illustrations are in the body of the MS., one might have inferred 
from the isolated pictures at the beginning and end that the 

illustrations were of a later date. They are certainly of crude 
workmanship. On the whole, the drawing of the artist in the 
illustrations found in the body of the MS. gives the impression of 
better composition than the illustrations to Pear/. 

Preceding the text of Pear/, four illustrations, coloured in 
green, red, blue, and yellow, depict the main episodes of the 
poem. In the first we have the poet, clad in a long red gown 
with full sleeves, turned back with white wristbands, and a blue 

chaperon or hood of the period of the late fourteenth century 
resting on the shoulders, with a scalloped-edged streamer round 
the neck and reaching up into the foliage above. It is difficult 
to understand why the streamer seems to reach into the tree, 

instead of hanging down, unless some metaphorical idea is indi- 
cated, perhaps that the spirit of the dreamer has ‘ sped forth into 
space ’, though there are difficulties in the way of assuming that 
the artist had this in mind. He is resting beside the beflowered 
mound described in Stanza 3. 

In the second illustration the same figure appears drawn on a 
larger scale and standing by a river, to illustrate ll. 101-8. In 
the third he is again represented, this time with wide hanging 

u For example, Professor H. C. Wyld, in his article, ‘The treatment of 
OE. y in the Dialects of the Midland and South-Eastern Counties in ME.,’ 

Englische Studien, Bd. 47, 1913,p. 47, notes that ‘ the proportion of u to i forms 

in the Alliterative Poems, while considerable, will hardly allow us to assign 

these works to Lanes.,. .. but we might perhaps think of Derbyshire’. He 

further notes that he does not include Gawain in his investigation, for 

according to his view ‘the dialect is distinctly different from that of the 

Alliterative Poems’, p. 7. Professor Wyld must be referring here to the 

provenance of the MS., not to the place of authorship. 

B 
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sleeves and his hands raised, and on the opposite bank, illustrating 
ll. 193-228, is Pearl, dressed in white, though her garb hardly 

represents the poet’s detailed description. Her dress is buttoned 
tightly up to the neck, and represents the costume of the time 
of Richard II and Henry IV. The fourth picture is a crude 
representation showing the dreamer catching a glimpse of the 
heavenly citadel, with Pearl on the battlements, her arms 
extended towards him, a tower on the left, a mansion of the 

heavenly Jerusalem on the right. 

Two illustrations follow the text of Pear?. On F. 56a we 
have an unusual portrayal of Noah’s Ark, where instead of the 
eight saved therein, only seven figures are discernible, namely, 

Noah and his wife, their three sons, and two wives. The place 

for the eighth is perhaps indicated in the blank space at the 
right hand side. The clinking of the vessel is plainly shown. 

The whole design of the Ark and the means of propelling it are 
quite contrary to the poet’s description. On the reverse, Daniel 
is depicted expounding the writing on the wall to the sacrilegious 
Belshazzar and his queen. 

On F. 82a, in a half-page picture under the concluding lines 
of Cleanness, Jonah is being thrown from the ship into the open 
mouth of the whale, the ship being of similar design to that 
illustrating Noah’s Ark. On the reverse we have a full-page 
picture of Jonah preaching to representative Ninevites; it has 
special reference to the concluding lines of the poem,—men, - 

women, and ‘sots’. The illustrator has, I think, indicated the 

born idiot in the quaint figure holding a stick with both hands, 

not knowing the right hand from the left. The idiotic expres- 
sion on his face is noteworthy ; there is a characteristic fool’s 

jagged collar round his neck. The city of Nineveh is indicated 
by battlements and buildings of the same design as the mansion 
in the fourth illustration to Pear?. 

On F. 90b, preceding Gazain, an illustration of the incident 

with the Green Knight shows us King Arthur and Guinevere at 
the trestled high table; on the left we seem to have Gawain 
after he has obtained the boon from the king, and the subse- 
quent holding out of the severed head by the Green Knight on 

a 
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horseback is shown in the lower part of the picture. The queen, 
affrighted, is evidently clinging to King Arthur. The knife in 
his hand perhaps indicates that he may now begin his meal, as 
his hope of a Christmas marvel has been well satisfied. ‘The 
figure on the right may be Agravayn ala dure main. Perhaps 
his name is indicated by the scimitar-like weapon in his hand. 
The ornamental rounded objects on the table may be meant for 
the great salt-cellars of the period. 

On F. 125 an illustration represents one of the secret visits of 
the wife of the Green Knight to the sleeping Sir Gawain. The 
head-dress seems to be suggested by the description of the third 
interview (Il. 1738-9), but the general attire is not otherwise in 

accordance with the poet’s description. Above are the following 
lines, in a hand different from that of the MS. : 

Mi minde is mukul on on pat wil me no3t amende 
Sum time was trewe as ston & fro schame coupe hir defende. 

The handwriting seems to be the artist’s; the lines themselves 

have all the characteristics of the poet. 
On I’, 125 b Gawain is shown approaching the Green Chapel, the 

Green Knight above with his huge axe.” 
Lastly, on F. 126, we have Gawain, fully equipped in armour, 

kneeling in the presence of King Arthur and the queen, after his 
return to the court. The court—perhaps the Brotherhood of the 
Round Table—is represented by a knight dressed in the same 
garb as Gawain in the lower part of the first of the four pictures. 
The pointed helmet worn by Gawain in these last two pictures is 
noteworthy. The illustrator, it would seem, has followed his 
original only in one respect, namely, in making the helmet high 

on the knight’s head, in accordance with the description in 1. 607. 

1 On the possible significance of these lines, see Pearl (as above), p. xliii. 

2 It should be pointed out that this illustration is on the reverse of the 
previous one, and not on a separate page as in the present reproduction, 

* 
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Comprehensive Survey of the Manuscript, 

Scribal Errors and other Noteworthy Points. 

I. PEARL? 

1 On textual and other points see Pearl, edited by Sir I. Gollancz, Medieval 

stroke of o omit- 

ted) 

Manuscript * Linendations 

— 39a 8 8 synglure syng[u]l[e]re 
—11 11 for dplked for-do[k]ked 

17 17 = hert hert[e] 
23 23 iuele (mark on ? [m|ele 

the 1) 
25 25 t (blot on preceding 

letters) 

~~ 26 26 ruznen rune 

~~ 85 35  sprygande spry[z]gande 

39b 13 49 spennd spenn[e]d 
15 51. hert hert[e] 

17 53  spexned peaned H. 

—18 54 fyrte fyr[cje H. 
24 60 precos prec[ijos 

— 82 68 rych rych|e] 

36 72 adubmente adub[ be]mente 

40a 9 81 pat on pat [I] on H. 
——17 89 flowen (w due to 

correction of y3) 
28 95 gracos grac[i]os 

—~31 103  feier fei[rer 

84 106 b nkes (second 

Library, Chatto and Windus, 1921; also Select Early English Poems, Oxford 

University Press, 1921. M. = Dr. Richard Morris’s revised Alliterative Poems, 

E. E. T. S., Original Series, I. 1869. H. = Article by Professor Holthausen, 

Archiv fiir das Studium der Neueren Sprachen u. Literaturen, Vol. 90. O. = Pro- 

fessor Osgood’s edition of Pearl, Belles-Lettres Series (Boston), 1906. 

2 The first column gives the folio of the MS., the second the line of the 
folio, the third the line of the poem. 

Sh» 



I, PEARL 

Manuscript 

40b 7 115 a 
—14 122 wlonk 

26 1384 I tom 
30 1388 oper 
32 140 by twene myrpe3 

by mere3 made 
384 142 hope 
36 144 a 

—_4la 10 154 wo 
385 179 atount 

41b 5 185 hope 
12 192  precos 

——20 200 y3en 

—_380 210 lere leke (1 ix each 
case has pro- 

bably resulted 
Jrom the omis- 

sion of the tail 

of by) 
42a 9 225 tong 

13° 229 pyse 

— 19 2385  pfered, spyce 
42b 10 262 nu (altered to ne), 

here 
—-84 286  bro3, blys 
43a 14 302 loue3 

15 303 vn cortoyse 

16 3804 1 ue3 (the letter 

between land u 
is possibly y, 
now very faint, 
with a stroke 
through the up- 
per part, to indi- 

cate e) 

20 308  loue3 

Lmendations 

a[s] 
wlonk[e] — 
[tom I] H. 
o[u ler O. 
by-twene m{[er]e3 

M[yrpe] made 
hope[d| 

aly] 
wo| pe] 

a[s]tount 
hope[d] 

prec|2]os 
[ene] 
[h]ere [h]eke 

tong[e] 

rylecle 
p[vo]fered, sp[e]ce 
ne, [n Jere 

bro3[t], blys[se] 
I[e]ue3 
vn-cort[a]yse 
I[e]ue3 

I[e]ue3 

13 

by 
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Manuscript 
21 309 inxs 
24 312 dem 
31 319 counsayl 

43b 7 331 gare; 
11 335  perle3 
18 342 & wele 

29 353 stynst 

34 358 & 

35 359 marre 

~ 44a 3 363 rapely raue 
: 9 3869 lype3 

21 881 carp 
22 382 marere3 

45a 1 433  syde 
4 436 bygyner (the con- 

traction mark on 

the first y in- 
stead of the 

second) 
25 457 poule 

—— 26 458 ih (otherwise jhe, 

711, 717, 820; 
ihe, 721; jesu, 

453) 
28 460 tyste 
29 461 sawhe 

45b 1 469 cortayse 
— 10 479 ho ©: 

11 480 cortayse 
12 481 cortayse 
17 +486 fyrst 

46a 1 505 pys 
~~6 510 pene ona day 

19 523  resonabele 
—20 524 pray 

23 527 nw 

Emendations 
is 

dem[e] 

counsayl[e] 
gare 

perle 
[in] wele 
styut 

[pat alle] 
marre[d] 
rapely [I] raue 
[k]ype3 H. 

carp[e] 
ma|n Jere3 
s[alyde 
bygy|]ner 

plaule 

t[r]yste 
saw|[l]e 
cortays[y Je 
hfe] 
cortays| y]e 
cortays[y Je 
fyrst[e] 
hys 
pene a day 

resnabele 

pay 
nw[e] 

a 

— 
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Manuscript 

25 529 pe day of date of 
28 532 sade (with stroke 

at foot of d, be- 
longing to an 

original y) 
hen 

——29 533  longe(altered from 

zonge) 
34 5388 & & hit 

46b 2 542 meny 
3 543 owe 

—__4 544  reprene 

7 547 lowe 

17 557 on (MS. om, 
changed by the 

scribe to on, 
though the third 

stroke still clear) 

18 558 wanig (with mark 
on 1) 

24 564 ask 

25 565 louyly 
382 572 calle 

47a 10 586 long 

20 596 pertermynable 
47b 4 616 lere 

23 635 3ys (the s, though 

nearly oblitera- 
ted, can still be 
real) 

hym, fyrst 
48a 1 649 out out of 

8 656 wythivne 
~~ 24 672 in oscente, saf & 

ry3te 

25 673 pus pus I 

15 

Emendations 

pe da[ te] of da[y] of 

he[m] 

& hit 
meny 
[a]we 
repren[y | 
I[a]we 

wani[7]g 

ask[e] 

I[eJuyly 

calle[d] 

long[e] 

p[7e]termynable 
[h Jere 

h[e]m, fyrst[e] 
out of 
wyth in 

in-oscen[c]e, saf [by] ry3te 

pus I 
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Manuscript 

27 «675 

30 678 

35 683 

——48b 4 688 

6 690 

14 698 

— 16 700 

17 701 

18 702 

25 709 

——80 714 

31 715 

49a 13 733 

——15 735 

~~ — 318) 7a) 

382 752 

~49b 1 757 

12 768 

22 778 

30 786 

32 788 

385 791 

86 +792 

7 

fate 
hy3 _hylle3 
step 

me3bor 

oure con 
SC3 
sor 
com 
tryed 
quo con 
touth 
hym 

makelle3 

heuenesse clere 
ry3tywys 

carpe, properte3 

makele3 

& py3t 
maryag 

forty powsande 
john (so all except 

383, 818, jon; 
984, jhon ; 
1020, jhn) 

hyl (1 corrected 

Jrom some other 
letter) 

o (? MS. u) 
jim (and 80 

throughout ew- 

cept 804, jhrm; 
816.jrlm; 829, 

ilrm), Zhis form 
of spelling may 
be due to a mis- 

reading of jhrm, 

Emendations 

fa{c]e 
hy3[e] hylle 
step[ pe] 
[n Je3bor 
oure (Koyntyse hym) con 

sly 3 
[for 

com[e] 
[e]ryed 
quo [so] con 
tou[e]h 
hfe] 

ma|s]|kelle3 
heuenes s[ p]ere 
ry3twys 

carpe[d], propertly ]3 
ma{s |kele3 

[He] py3t 
maryag[e] 
forty [fowre] powsande 



50a 

5la 

51b 

I. PEARL 

Manuscript 

874 

892 

905 

911 

912 

918 

due perhaps to 
analogy with jhs 
= Jesus. 

gystle3 (s faintly 
changed to 1) 

felonye 
men 
query 
jhrm 

lomp 

jerusalem 
wro3t 

swatte 

pare (a 
JSrom e) 

say t3 

masklle 

non oper 

pa 
n (Ulot on preceding 

letter) 

loube 
talle (dut on the 

bottom of the 

previous page 

the calch-words 

are given as fol- 

lows: este les 
yow leue my 
tale fara[de]) 

laden 

pay 
among 
blose 
vayl 
won 

altered 

LEmendations 

sy[l]tles 

felone 

[n]Je[m] 

quer[e] 
Jerusalem 

lom[b] 

[Ix] Jerusalem 

wro3t[e] 
sw[e|te 

$23 
mask|e]lle 

[n]oper 

pal] 
[o]n 

lou[m ]be 

tale 

I[e]den 

pa[t] 
amon|c] 

[ w Jose 

vaylfe] 

won|e] 

17 
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Manuscript Emendations 

382 9382 &I I 
84 934 gracous grac|ijous 

52a 9 945 lompe Lom[b]e 
22 958 fresch f[l]esch 

y 25 961 By an error, this 

verse begins a 

new section im 
the MLS. 

52b 5 977 wolde no wolde [I per] no 
13 985 john (the o has 

been added after- 
wards; cp. 1020) 

25 997 as pise As [John] pise 
26 998 name name[3| 
27 999 fyrst fyrst[e] 
28 1000  fyrst fyrst[e] 

~ 82 1004  pryd pryd[de] 
35 1007 rybe [sarde] 

— 58a 6 1014 jacyzgh jacyrgh|t] 
7 1015 gentyleste [try Jeste 
9 1017 bent b[rJent 

10 1018 0 jasporye(Jetween 
0 and j there are 
traces of what 
may bean added 
£, rather above 
the line, in a 

different, prob- 
ably later hand) 

12 1020 jhn (ep. 985) J[oJhn 
——~ 22 1030 twelue  forlonge Twelue [powsande] for- 

space er longe er 
28 1086 rych rych[e] 

83 1041 byrp whate3 byrp[e]-whate3 

—53b 2 1046 self, lombe ly3t self[e], lom[ p]e-ly3t 
ee ONL ODO lyst [s]y3t 



I. PEARL 19 

Manuscript Emendations 

14 1058 a a[s] 
20 1064 saker-fyse (Ayphen 

indicated by in 
MS.) 

24 1068 an vnde3 an-vnde[r] 

32 1076 self self[e] 
54a 3 1083 baly ba[y]l[e] 
— 4 1084 fasure (s altered 

from 1) 
17 1097 enpresse enpr[y |se 

—— 24 1104 wythouten delyt wyth [gret] delyt 
28 1108 _ liure3 liure 
80 1110 lombe (a dot on third 

stroke of m) 
— 81 1111  glode g[oljde 

382 1112 wede3 wede 

54b 11117 pat hys pat [per] hys 
17 1133 hys hys[e] 

——55a 18 1170 brathe (die h ap- 

pears to be due 
to the correction 
of p, resembling 
y, to h) 

27 1179 quyke3 quyke 
83 1185 if if 

~~ 34 1186 styke3 st[r]yke3 
— db 21190 geuen g[y Juen 

8 1196 mo3ten mo3te 

II. CLEANNESS! 

__ 57a 38 38  forering for[pJering 
10 10 reken reken[ly] 

1 See Cleanness, edited by Sir I. Gollanez, 
Oxford University Press, 1921. 

Select Early English Poems, 
M. = Dr. Richard Morris's revised edition, 

Alliterative Poems, E. E.T.S. M. and 8. = Extract in Specimens of Early English, 
Pt. II, ed. Morris and Skeat, Clarendon Press, Oxford. E. = Article by 
Professor O. F. Emerson, Pub. Mod. Lang. Ass. America, XXXIV, pp. 494-522. 
Men. = Dr. R. J. Mennev’s Purity, Yale Studies in English, LXI, 1920. 



20 

57b 

58a 

SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

28 

101 

r chen (the scribe 
had evidently first 

written YW, te. 

three minims, and 

badly corrected 

the error) 
sulped 
clannesse (first s 

altered from 3) 

bone 
burre (the second 

resembles rather 
av) 

ne3en 
clutte trasche3 
worplych 
her euen 

tne 

sower 
plate 
de-gre (hyphen in 

MS.) 
ferre 
for lete3 (the first 

e differs from 
the usual e in re- 
sembling 0; simt- 

larly the second 
e indeuised, 110) 

seve pa3 pa3 pay 

pat demed 
a segge soerly 
compaynye (secord 

y changed from i) 
pouener 

ne no 

? 

Emendations 

r[e|chen 

sulpe[n] 

[le]uce 

ne3e 

clutte[3] trasche[d] 
w[e]r[d]lych 

heuen 

t[ur|ne M. 

so wer 

pla{cje M. 

fer[k]e[3] 

seve pa3 pay 

pat [wat3] demed 

a[s] segge[s] s[elerly E, 

pouer[en] 

ne [in] no 

— 



II, CLEANNESS 

Manuscript 

380 138  lorde (e Uotted) 
85 143 vnhap nee 

59a 2 146 nede 
15 159 gryspyag 
29 173 po 
33 177 fele 

59b 28 208 areward (distincl- 
ly two words) 

381 211 tramouztayne (one 
word) 

60a 4 220 pikke (pi zs viszble 
though blurred) 

6 222 sweued (the shadow 
of the s is 
still visible, but 

clearer on the 
offset) 

8 224 fyltyr (second y 
perhaps changed 
to e) 

9 225 er blurred, but 

visible in the 
offset 

13 229  3isse (the scribe had 
evidently written 
p, which he 

changed into 3, 
but the word, 

especially the 
last two let- 
ters, is wellnigh 
Jaded) 

17 233 lyttlel 
81 247 vengiaunce,  evi- 

dently corrected 
Jrom vengaunce 

Emendations 

vuhap [to] ne3e M. 
[g|nede M. 

grysplytlyag 
po[u] 
fele[r] 

lyttel 



22 SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

386 252 pat (the word is 
Saint but visible) 

60b 5 257 for; xr probably 
corrected from 

another letter 

27 279 marre 

6la 24 3812 imme 

30 318 vpon, loste 
384 822 bope corrected from 

bopo ;_ boske3, 

retraced by later 

hand 

85 823 I shal waken 7e- 
traced by later 
hand 

36 324 alle pat retraced 
by later hand 

86 324 alle pat pat is; se- 
cond pat crossed 

out 

6l1b 35 359  styste3, my3 

62a 20 380 aled 

22 382 ryg pe 
25 385 penne wat3 no 

more 
85 3895 amounted pe 

masse pe mase 

62b 4 400 deystyne 
31 427  seuenpe 

34 430 yre3 
34-6 430-2 several words have 

been touched up. 
From eggyng to 
bottom of page 

several words 

Emendations 

marre[d] M. & S. 
in[nje 

vpon[ande], lo[f]te 
boske[7]3 

sty[n]te3 (cp. Pear], 1.353), 

[n]y3[t] 
[hJaled M. 

ryg [ne] pe 
pezne [on] more 

amouzted pe mase 

destyne 
seuen|te|pe 

yLples M. 

ru 



II. OLEANNESS 23 

Manuscript Emendations 

63b 1 

431 

4:32 

441 

447 

449 

458 

464, 

4.69 

475 

491 

515 

520 

529 

have been touch- 

ed up by another 
hand. 

pat per wonyed pat wonyed 
per, on inserted plat] 

above the line 

lasned la{ujsned 
mararach ararach 

wern wer{e] M. &S. 

hale3 (M. wrongly 
‘houe3’) 

kyst [ch]yst 
doite (z.e. doune, dou[ule 

scribal misread- 

ing of douue ; 
similarly in 481 
the MS. should 
be read as 

doveue, not 

dovene, and in 

485 as dowue, 
not downe, the 

three words being 
sounded alike, 

cp. Sw. dufva) ; 
sce note on 

‘lovue’,  Pa- 
tience, 173 

wyrle wyrle[d] 
jupred... dry3ed (?) jupred (= joparde)... 

dry3e 
manne} [segg ]e3 
mane3 syzne (sy7- [pe doupe] 

ne inserted above 
the line) 

skynalde sky [1] nade 



24 SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

28 582 pat pat bytes 

64b 30 570 wonder-ly (Ayphen 
in MS.) 

65a 1 577 patalle 

8 584 sele 
10 586 he he hats 
14 590 pre (apparently e 

changed from 0) 
18 594 pat 

24 600 scape 

65b 8 620 baune 
66a 4 652 mengark; ed per- 

haps very faintly 
visible in fac- 
simile, though 
not in MS.) 

6 654  sothly 
1l 659 by ene 

66b 1 685 so folk 
8 692 inf 

19 703 conne 

29 713 chaurge 
67a 25 745 abraham, lo3ly 

382 752 if, if 
67b 13 769 als (perhaps the 

scribe intended 
to turn the 1 
into s) 

21 777 he wende3 wende3 

22 778 wepande 
sorewe (we ly a 

laler hand, also 

responsible for 
so; the original 

word was evi- 
dently care, the 

Emendations 

pat bytes 

alle 

sel[f] 

he hats 

pro] 

[wyth] 
se[h]ape 

bau[m Je 

[h]e[m] 3ark[ed] 

sot[y]ly . 
by[d]ene 
so [fele] folk 
if 
co[m Je 
chaunge[d] 
[pe burne], [b]o3[som]ly 
[o]f, [nJif 

he wende3 

[murn ]ande 



II. CLEANNESS 25 

Manuscript 

23 

84 

68a 20 

68b 11 

initial of which 

is faintly visible) 

wones (s altered 

Srom some other 
letter) 

sondes 

meuand meuande 

royl 
pat ryally 

fauere 
hyne (h altered 
Srom p) 

clat3 

worde 
wonded no 
pil (1 altered from 

a minim) 

vnhap pat euer 
MS. has been ori- 

ginally stitched, 
owing to a flaw 

in the vellum 

hem 

& 
wale (e altered 
Jrom an 1) 

py broper 

E’mendations 

sonde > 

meuande 

r[yo]l 

pat [wat3] ryally (M. 
ryally wat3) 

[s]auere 

clat[e7]3 
worde[3] 
wonded [for] no 

ple jil 

vnhap euer 

h[y]m 

[1] 

py{m eme] (/races of the 

bracketed letters can still 

partly be discerned, 

though a later hand has 

erased them and written 

broper. The same hand 

is visible in other words 

on the page, where, how- 

ever, no change from the 

original has been made) 



26 SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

26 926 pen 

70a 8 Y44 bowe3 

12 948 wakan 

70b 9 981 he 

21 993  lede3 per-in 

30 1002 no mon 

7la 7 1015 per faure; er writ- 

11 

30 

Fly 7 
2 

72b 2 

1019 

1038 

1040 

1041 

1051 

1056 

1057 

1071 

1101 

1107 

1118 

1123 

ten over some 

deleted letters ; 

(?) originally 
per pe. faure ; 
under a there is 

a trace of a 
previous y, pro- 

bably fyue, 
changed by later 

hand to faure ; 

is above the line 

an a later hand 

syune 

spuniande (dhe i 
zs dotted) 

fretes pe flesch 

traytowres 

forferde 
clerrer counseyl 

counsay] 
for clopyngnel 
he written after 

when, and cr0ss- 

ed through 

clene 

pryuyly 
hym 

wax euc/' 

Emendations 

pler| 
bo[sk ]e3 
wak[e]n 
he[r] 

lede3 [lent] per-ix 
nom[e]n 

pler pel fly Jule] 

s[mell]e 

spu[m]ande 

fretes [&] flesch 

traytowres [kynde] M. 

&S. 
for[ pJerde 
clerrer counsayl 

for [so] clopyzgnel 

[h]en[dJe 

pry[st]yly 
h[it] 

wax [ho] euer M, 

Se en ere 



734 

73b 

74a 

75b 

Il, CLEANNESS 27 

Manuscript 

27 

wo 

1143 is written over lon- 

ger word erase. 

No emendation 
as necessary 

char-ged (/yphen 

in MS.) 
pat meruayl 

3edethyas 

pur-sued (hyphen 

in MS.) 
wyth with werre 
bygge baytayled 

(a dot between, 

which may be a 

caesura mark) 
enfannined (¢de i 

is dotted) 

spylt perafter 
soueray 
tuyred 
fo 
alle swypped 
Blot before the £ 

ber: b corrected 
Jrom some other 
letter, probably w 

b 
numnend 
hyrne 
fynde (room for 

spirant, but no 
trace of it) 

god, gomes 
vpn 
ne no erpe hade no 
him his grace 

Emendations 

pat [is] meruay] 
3ede[¢]hyas 

wyth werre 

enfa[m Jined 

spylt [hem] perafter 
soueray[n 
t[yru ed 

[s]o 
alle [pat] swypped M. 

[o]f 

ble] 
num[m]ex M. 
hyrne[3] 
fynde[3] M. 

god[es], go[un]es 
vp[o]n 
ne [on] erpe hade [he] no 

him grace 



28 

“I N & 

SURVEY OF THE 

Manuscript 

22 1853  cler-nes(Ayphen in 
MS.) 

7 1858 gorie 
3 1390 walle 

5 1402 sturnen 

2 1405 __ pe pe bredes 

3 1406 sylueven sy3t & 

severed 

5 1408 elolde 
11 1414  tulket 

16 1419 loue 

20 1423 wenches he by 
holdes 

26 1429 forpe 
13 1452 fo 

14 1453 s...n (éellers 
blotted) 

22 1461 cauacles, cuppe 
reres 

31 1470 alabaunda - rynes 
(the a is doubl- 
Jul, and the 
reading of the 
letter is further 
complicated by 

what may be a 
badly formed 

hyphen-mark. 
The scribe recog- 

nizing this diffi- 
culty has indica- 

ted the hyphen- 

ing further by 
a little curved 

mark above the 
line) 

MANUSCRIPT 

Emendations 

g[lJorie 
(7) walle[d] 

sturne 

pe bredes 

syluer [i]n s[u]yt & 
seve[s] 

golde 
tu[k ]ket 

Ie]ue 

wenches by-holdes 

forp [p]e 

[s]o 
s[eue]n 

c[o]uacles, euppe[s] rere 



78a 

78b 

Il, CLEANNESS 

Manuscript 

35 1474, 

4 1479 

8 

10 

11 

12 

1483 

1485 

1486 

1491 

1494 

1506 

1516 

1518 

1524 

1527 

1529 

1532 

1541 

1542 

1545 

1547 

1559 

1566 

1571 

1579 
5 1598 

1608 

1616 

1618 

bekyrande pe bolde 
vpon (v is hardly 

discernible) 
mony kyndes 
pe lampes 

louelych (e dadly 
altered from f, 
$0 that the origi- 

nal £ has more 
prominence than 
the e) 

sanctorune 

fast 

stronge 

bry3t3 
saucray 
pezne arn 

sope- 

Is 

heyred 
for per 
pat 

& cluchches 

&hewyth... lets 
strof (perhaps) 

po 
ede 
make 

schal (room for be, 
but no trace of it) 

& 
gostes 

godelest 
pe 

also as 

stande3 (? spirant 

barely legible) 

Emendations 

bekyr ande bol[l]e 

mony [eler] kyndes 
pe [lefsel] lampes 

sanclorum [per] sopefast 

str[a]nge 

bry3tfe] 
sau|t]eray M. 
pexne [pat derrest] arn 
is 

he[ry]ed 

for-Ply] 
pler] 
& [he] cluchches 
& wyth... ler[u]s 
s[e]rof 

vfel 
[ep]ede 
make[s] 
schal [be] 

[of] 
gost 

godellilest 

PL] 
also [cler] as 



30 SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

36 1619 as as swype 
79b 2 1621 halsed (Is altered 

Srom h) 
3 1622 leue 

22 1641 daniel (da sesem- 
bles that in ala- 

baunda-rynes) 

35 1654 of pat: p scarcely 
visible 

386 1655 pat wat3 

80a 8 1664 pat weldes: touch- 
ed up and cor- 

rected by later 
hand 

13 1669 wouxnen of his 
mowpe one: one 

in later hand 

30 1686 ouer-seyed (hyphen 
in MS., with 

curve above it, as 

in alabaunda- 
rynes, 1470) 

31 1687  py3e 
34 1690  schulderes (er dad- 

ly formed, pos- 
sibly corrected 

from some other 
letter) 
schyre 

80b 10 1703 loued (0 badly 
altered from e) 

18 1711 dry3tn 
22.1715 hem (so formed as 

to be easily mis- 
read as 0) 

24 1717 pede 

Emendations 

as swype 

[bJeue 

pat [coyntise] wat3 

[one] wornen of 

mowpe 

plebe 

sch[e]re Men. 

dry3t[y ]n 

pl’ydres] 

his 



Il, CLEANNESS 

Manuscript 

29 1722 hats sende hats 
sende 

8la 15 1744  cloler 
16 1745 de-cre (hyphen in 

MS.) 
17 1745 baltasza 

81b 1 1766 pe 
11 1776 scaped 
14.1779 my3t 
21 1786  heyred 
23 1788  clopes(4adly form- 

83a 3 

83b 5 

84a 7 

85a 14 

85b 15 

20 

86a 1 

ed o, resembling 

e) 
1811 pat 

31 

Emendations 

hat3 sende 

coler 

balta3a[r] 

bef] 
sea[ yl ed 

[n]y3u 
he[ry Jed 

[his] 

II. PATIENCE? 

aswagend 
fyn 
much 3if he me ne 

made 
& peune 
tyne 

stownod 
fof 

g wande (two letters 
after g legible) 

pa3 he be stape- 

fole 
clolde 
pe haspede 
ay pe pe lote 
bapepes 

aswagen 

[s]yn 
[&] mu[t]h 3if he me 

ma[x|de 

pezne 

ty[m Je 
stown[e]d 
fo[r] 

g[lo]wande 

pa3 [3]e be stape [in] fole 

colde 
pe [hayre] haspede 
ay pe lote 
bapes 

1 See Patience, edited by Sir I. Gollancz, Select Early English Poems, Oxford 

University Press, 1913. A second revised edition is forthcoming, the most 

noteworthy textual emendation being on I. 54, as above, 



SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript 

9 219 hale 
80 240 vn 
85 245 to to drowne 

86b 13 259 lyue 
87a 12 294 pe 

31 313 say 
87b 25 343 bonk 

380 348 mon 

88b 21 411 he (h altered from 

y) 
89a 383 459 vnde; ro0m for r, 

but no trace of i 

89b 17 479 pe (allered from 

po) 
90a 14 512 fol 

22 520 a 
24 522 malcious 
25 523 no3 

IV. SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN 

Manuscript 

91b 16 

1 See Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight, ed Morris, revised Gollancz, 1912, 

Early English Text Society, Original Series, 4. Many of the emendations noted 

43 

above are new, 

make: ake restored 

by another hand, 

owing to stain 
which seems to 

have started on 

TF. 92, and which 

similarly affected 

diserye, 1], 81, 
F. 92. 16 and is 

visible also on 

Ff, 98.a,b, 94a 

Emendations 

hale[d] 

[o]n 

to drowne 

I[e]ue 

pele. 
say[de] 

bonk{es | 

[nJon 

vnde[r 

fo[r] 

als] 
mal|[1|clows 
no3[ t] 

Emendations 

KNIGHT? 



IVY. SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 

Manuscript 

380 58 

382 60 

92 13 77 

16 81 

23 88 
28 93 
380 95 
385 100 

92b 22 124 
93b 5 182 

25 203 
94 21 236 
94b 29 282 
95 11 301 

22 312 

95b 9 336 
15 343 

96 19 384 
82 398 

werere 

nwe 

of 

See note above. 

The scribe evi- 

dently had writ- 

ten the next line 

straight on, and 

then deleted it. 
A later hand has 
touched up dis- 
crye, and crossed 
out the partially 
obliterated verli- 

cal belonging to 

the p beginning 

the next line 

lenge 

byng 
of of alderes 
wat3 kyuges 
syluener 
berd as as a 
hawbrgh 
lowande 
fo 
he altered from ec 
grydel (room for 
n, first stroke 
of which is still 
visible, between 
y and d) 
hys 
gawan 

fo 

plate 

Emendations 

were 
[3isterni3t | 

[«] 

I[o]nge 
[oss] yng: 
of alderes 
wat3 [pe] kyzges 
sylu[eren] 
berd as a 
hawb[e]rgh 
g]lowande 
[s]o 

gry[n]del 

hys 
[W Jawan 
[s]o 
pla[c]e 

33 



34 

Manuscript 

96b 22 425  scade 
29 432 ruyschly 
385 438 howe; ample space, 

97 9 

21 

98b 17 

99a 2 

99b 38 

8 

82 

8 

100 19 

21 

32 

100b 4 

16 

25 

80 

82 

101 138 

85 

101 b 20 

449 
4.60 

569 

591 

629 

634 

659 

660 

683 

686 

697 

705 

718 

727 

732 

734 

751 

774 

795 

but no ve; ep. 
2171; ?ho-we= 

howen, hacked 

as altered from al 
from; frm with a 

small o above the 
line 

miche ; (?) corrected 
to ryche 

ouer" 

emdele3 
verertue3 

noup; er 7dlegible; 

the mark visible at 

the end of the 
line may be the 
offset of the s in 
iles on the oppo- 
site page 

I quere 
caueloun3 

pad 

noghe 
clapel 
fo 

schadden 

ysse altered from 

lisse, each i being 
strongly dotted 

cary e3 
seruy 
say 

towre 

SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Emendations 

sc[h]ade 

ru[x]yschly 
h[e] we[re] 

o[ pen 
e[n|dele3 
vertue3 

noup|er] 

I [no]-quere 
cauel[aci Joun3 
pa[t] 

n[e]ghe 
e[h Japel 
[s]o 

schadde 

caf yr]e3 
seruy[se] 
say[7] 
towre[s ] 



102 

102 b 

103 

103 b 

104: 

104b 

IV. 

mem 08 OC rH oHb WOO ON 

26 
30 
14 
31 

SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 

Manuscript 

797 

803 

987 
992 

1012 
1030 

coruon 

nghe 

a+5 minims +ant 

trowoe 

Wwy3e ajayn 

quel 
buurne 
fersly altered from 

ferfly 
clesly 
bla+7 minims + er 
hem 
hyn 

my3t 
fy3t 
pa 

cefly 
tapit 
wylle; allered from 

wyle 
sle3e3 
my3t 

claplayne3 
halched 
scheder 
mylk 
azaynes, allered from 

ajaunes, Several 

words touched up 
on the lower half 

of this page 
wede3 
kyue 
her 

hymne 

35 

Emendatious 

coru[e|n 

n[o]ghe 
aunant 

trow[e]e 

wy3e ([3are 
azayn 

quill 

burne 

& com) 

e[ h]e[f]ly 

blaunner 

h[y]m 

hy{m] 

m|{o]36 
flo ]3t 

palt] 
c[h Jefly 

ta[b]i[]] 

sleze 

[n]yst 
e[h Japlayne3 
[pJa[kk]Jed 

schede[3] 
[cha ]lk 

wede 

[lord] 

[pe 
[c]hymne 



36 SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscript Emendations 

83 1032 & [pat] 

105-2: 1037 nerei 

17 1053 I wot 
33 1069 pa terme 

105b 9 1082 quat 5e 

19 1092 30we 

106 21112 pis 

13 1124 leude 
18 1129 he 

26 1137 by pat pat any 
30 1141 mote (room for spi- 

rant, but no trace 

of it) 
33 1145 of pe 

107 15 1199 spelle space; dot 
between the words ; 

(?) deleted letters 
under wt 

23 1208 fayr 

28 1213 g@ (the rest of the 
word 2s illegible) 

29 1214 wel above the line 
in a second hand 

33 1255 pat pat pay 
108 3 1262 aswared 

24 1283 I, burde 
26 1286 sclulde 
83 1293 got3 in 

108b 8 1804 fo 

18 1315 with 
36 1333 bale; 

109 1 1334 & bere 

23 1357 aber 

109b 5 1376 gaway 

15 1386 &, worthyly pis 

[m Jerci 
I [ne] wot 
pa[t] terme 
quat-[so] 3¢ 
3owlr]e 

ple] 
lede 
he[r] 
by pat any 
mote[3] 

pe 

spelle [ix] space 

gay] 
glay] 

pat pay 
al |swared 
[ho], bur[n]e 
se[h]ulde 
got3 [not] in 
[s]o 

w[at3] 
b[oue }le3 
[pe l]ere 

aly per 
Gaway[z] 

[pat], worthyly [won- 
nen] pis 



110 

110b 

111 

112 

112b 
113 

113b 

IV. 

Manuscript 

18 
23 
4 

31 
32 

20 

22 
382 
30 

82 
24 
29 
32 
35 

36 
15 
ll 

14 
18 
21 
24 
28 
34 

1389 

1394 

1412 

1440 

1441 

144.4 

1445 

1447 

1466 

1468 

1479 

1514 

1516 

1583 

1588 

1591 

1594 

1595 
1611 
1645 
1647 
1648 

1690 
1693 
1696 
1700 
1706 

ho 
hor 
crowe}3 
for, wi3t 
b (rest illegible) 
word illegible 

first letter illegible 
Sour minims +yry ; 

a dot under the 
Sourth minim 

r de (the second 

letter probably o, 
though resembling 
y, ilegible) 

pis 
sofly 
f (rest illegible), pis 

1 (rest ilegible) 
luslych 
freke3 

wy3t-est ; Ayphen in MS. 

vp; v altered from 
y, the tail being 
scraped out 

3edoun 

chelde3 
knowe 
drowe 
table3 trestes 

four minims + orsel 

forere 
coste3 

tray teres 

h (rest illegible), 
eterly (first letter 
illegible) 

SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 

Emendations 

hfe] 

GJor 
crowe[n] 
f[ro], [sengler] 

b[ronde] 

[hy] 

[p]ise 
[m]yry 

r[o]de 

pis 

sof[t]ly 

fLor], ple] 
I[edes] 

lu[f]lych 

freke 

3e[de] doux 
[s]chelde3 
kn[{a]we 

dr[a]we 

table3 [on] trestes 
[m Jorsel 

fore 

c[a]ste3 
tra[uJer[ce] 
h[ym], [w]eterly 

37 



38 

Manuscript 

114. 

20 

114b 6 

115 «15 

116 «65 

116b 10 

Wty 

18 

20 
118b 7 

25 
119 12 

21 
26 

119b 10 
15 

120 12 

41712 

1729 

1752 

1770 

1799 

1810 

1815 

1825 

1830 

1858 

1863 

1872 

1906 

1909 

1919 

1922 

19386 

1941 

1962 

1973 

1981 

2010 

2027 

2029 

2053 

2072 

2096 

2105 

2110 

2131 

2137 

2171 

wyst to toa 

lag mon 
day his (mark 

through the stem 
of the h) 

hym 

of 
tyne 

o3t 

swyftel 
ly3tly pat pat Icke 

bray 
her her hedc3 
me} 
he kny3t 
chepe3 
sellyly 

frk 
ajay 

laupe 
ennurned, vertuuzs 
fayre 

pay 
prynce kneled 

3e 
dyune3 

pe 
mot 

stiz3tel & & stad 
we (room for re, 

but no sign of tt, 
cp. 438) 

SURVEY OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Limendations 

wyst to a 

lag[ gid] m[e]n 
day [dy3t hym] his 

h[o] 
[ijf 
ty[m]e 
[n]o3t 
swyftel[y] 

ly3tly pat leke 

my3(t] 
f[ro] 
h{o] 

[hi] fm] 
bral] 
her hede3 
[n]e3 
he [pe] kny3t 

[pray] 
selly 
ffe]rk 
azay[x] 
lau[m|pe 
enu[i]r[e]ned, vertuas 

f{elifly] 
[he] 
prynce [pat] kneled 

[yow] 
dyx[g ]e3 

[yow] 
[not 
stiztel & stad 
we[re] 



120b 

122b 

123 
123b 

124 

IV. SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 39 

Manuscript Emendations 

18 2177 &, riche with [of], riche [hors] with 
27 2187 he he[re] 
7 2203 mulile; with a dot mulle 

over the 1, indi- 
cating a correction 

9 2205 at als] 
26 2223 o [t]o 
6 2240 welcon welco[ m] 

13 2247 haf py py helme haf py helme 
19 2291 hs h[i]s 

24 2296 bihous (s changed bihou[e]s 
Jrom some other 

letter) 
32 2305 tas he he hym tas he hyi 

19 2329 First word illegible [schapen ] 
in Arpure3 very 
hard to read 

27 2337 rykande r[a]ykande 
29 2339 habbe (room for 3, habbe[3] 

but no sign of it) 
83 2843 3if ; spirant hardly 

legible 

84 2344 anger; this word is 
wellnigh illegible 

21 23868 lufed altered from 
lufad 

35 2382  fererde ferde 
6 2390  hardilyly hardily 
42426 withwyth wymmen with wymmen 

26 2448 ho taken ho [hat3] taken 
86 2459 wayned me pis wayned pis 

2 2461 gopnyzg g|lJopnyxzg 
13 2472 kyssen ayper kyssen [bikennen] 

ay per 



40 

General Classification of Scribal Errors 

with Selected Examples. 

1. Alliteration destroyed (a) by substitution of word :— 

rybe (for sarde), I. 1007; gentyleste (for tryeste), I. 1015 ; 
Abraham (for pe burne), IT. 745; clene (for hende), II. 1101; 
nwe (? for 3isterni3t), IV. 60; pyng (? for ossyng), 1V.93; mylk 
(for chalk), IV. 958; fayr (for gay), IV. 1208; wi3t (for sen- 
gler), IV. 1440. 

(2) by word copied from line above :— 
manne}, II. 515; wepande, II. 778. 

(c) by omission of alliterative word :— 
[Koyntyse], I. 690; lede3 [lent] per-iz, II. 993; mony 

[cler] kyndes, II. 1483; pe [lefsel] lampes, II. 1485; penne 

[pat derrest] arn, II. 1518; also [cler] as, II. 1618; pe [hayre] 
haspede, III. 189; worthyly [wonnen] pis, IV. 1886; kyssen 
[bikennen] ayper, IV. 2472. 

(d) by repetition of alliterative word (only in IT) :— 

pe masse pe mase, II. 395; wende3 wende3, II. 777; 

meuand meuande, II. 783; couzseyl counsayl, II. 1056; hat3 

sende hat3 sende, II. 1722. 

2. Small unstressed word omitted :— 

pat [I] on, I. 81; rapely [I] raue, I. 363; }at [per] hys, 
I, 1117: pat [wat3] demed, II. 110; vnhap [to] nege, II. 143; 
wat3 [pe] kyvges, IV. 100. 

3. Small unstressed word repeated :— 
& &, 1. 538; out out, I. 649; pa3 paz, II. 108; wyth with, 

II. 1178; pe pe, III. 194; of of, IV. 95. 

4. One short word, especially a pronoun or demonstrative 
adjective, written in mistake for another:— 

ho (for he), I. 479; hym (for hem), I. 635 ; if (for of), 
II. 752; of (for &), IV. 77. 

5. Word from latter part of line substituted for one in 
earlier :— 

& wele & wo (for in wele & wo), I. 342; her dere dalyaunce 
of her derne (for pe dere, edc.), 1V. 1012; pis beuerage pis 
bargayn (fur pe beuerage, etc.), LV. 1112; pis teuelyng of pis 
trwe (for pe teuelyng, edc.), IV. 1514, 
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6. Two words in line interchanged :— 
by twene myrpe3 by mere3 made (/o7 mere3 by myrpe), 

I, 140; pe day of date of euensonge (for date of day), I. 529. 

7. Endings of two words interchanged :— 
cuppe reres, IT. 1461. 

8. Syllables doubled :— 
bapepes, III. 211; verere, IV. 58; verertue3, IV. 634; 

forere, 1V. 1693; fererde, IV. 2382; hardilyly, LV. 2390. 

9. Letters added finally, d, n, 3 :— 

(i) d: niinend (for nummen), IT. 1291; aswagend, III. 3. 
(ii) n: (at line-end) ruznen, I. 26; nezen, II. 32; schadden, 

IV. 727; (inside line) mo3ten, I. 1196; wern, II. 449; sturnen, 

IT. 1402. 
(iii) 3: gare3, 1,331; perle3, 1.335; hylle3 (in rhyme), I. 678 ; 

liure3, I. 1108; wede3, I. 1112, IV. 987; quyke3, I. 1179; 
sondes, II. 781; bry3t3, II. 1506; sle3e3, LV. 893. 

10. Letters omitted finally :— 

(i) t after 3: bro3, I. 286; jacyzgh, I. 1014; my3 (for ny3t), 
TI. 359; no3, ILI. 523; my3, LV. 1858. 

(ii) r: fele, II. 177; he, II. 981; baltaja, II. 1746; vnde, 
III. 459. 

(iii) re: (at end of line in IV) we, LV. 438, 2171; (inside line) 
he, LV. 2187. 

(iv) s: name, I. 998; a, I. 1058; worde, II. 840; hyrne, 

II. 1294; bonk, III. 343; towre, IV. 795. 

(v) d, especially before p or vowel: calle, I. 572; carpe, L 752; 
wyrle, II. 475; hale, III. 219; say, III. 313. 

(vi) when next word begins with same letter: a stremande, 
I. 115; forpe (for forp pe), Il. 1429; pe reste, II. 1766; pa 

terme, IV. 1069; wo per (for wope per), I. 154. 

11. Initial consonant lost :— 
f@|nede, II. 146; [h]aled, II. 380; [g]lowande, IV. 236; 

[c]hymne, IV. 1030; [nJo3t, IV. 1815. 

12, One letter of combination ay omitted :— 

a, I, 144; syde, I. 433; sade, I. 582; aper, LV. 1357; 

rykande, 1V. 2337. 
F 
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13. r omitted in er, re, tr :— 

fei[rjer, I. 103; tyste, I. 460; bent, I. 1017; stykes, 

I, 1186; p[r]e, III. 294; 30w[rJe, LV. 1092; he, IV. 1129. 

14. o omitted near n :— 

bnkes, I. 106; vpn, II. 1829; nghe, IV. 803. 

15. Similar letters miswritten :— 

(i) £ written for s, and s for f, especially when the erroneous 
spelling gives a word, and before 0 :— 

fauere, II. 822; fo, II. 1243; fyn, ILI. 35; fo, LV. 282; 

sor, I. 700; loste, II. 318; luslych, IV. 1583. 

(ii) e written for o :— 
pre, II. 590; lenge, IV. 88. 

(iil) o written for e:— 

loue3, I. 802, 308; louyly, I. 565; soerly, II, 117; loue, 

IT. 1419; stownod, III. 73; noghe, LV. 697; coruon, IV. 797. 

(iv) t written for e, especially when either spelling gives 
a word :— 

in oscente, I. 672; fate, I. 675; tryed, I. 702; plate, 
II. 72, IV. 398; fyrte, I. 54; touth, I. 714; 3edethyas, 

II. 1169, 
(v) ¢ once written for t (possibly scribe copied from a MS. 

in which ¢ was made like a t) :— 
much, III. 54. 

(vi) 1 written for h, or second stroke of h omitted :— 
lere leke, I. 210; lere, I. 616; clapel, LV. 705; claplayne3, 

TV. 930; sclulde, LV. 1286. 
(vii) h written for 1:— 

sawhe, I. 461. 
(viii) 1 written for k (or for seribal method of writing first k 

in kk) :—dolked, I. 11; lype3, I. 369; tulket, II. 1414. 
(ix) ? bl written for w:—blose, I. 911. 

16. Letters transposed, especially ] and r:— 

elode (for golde), I. 1111; (?) tyrauztyre, II. 187; skynalde 
(for skylnade), II. 529; royl (for ryol), II. 790; tuyred (for 
tyrued), IT. 1234; heyred (for heryed), IT. 1527, 1786; carye3 
( for cayre3), IV. 734; for (for fro), IV. 1440, 1863. 
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17. Abbreviations omitted, especially x and z after ¢ (in I 
only) :— 

sprygande, I. 35; boske[]3, II. 322; ru[z]yschly, IV. 432 ; 

precos, I, 60, 192; gracos, I. 95; gracous, I, 9345; p[ro]fered, 

I. 235: t[z]ne, II. 64. 

18. 2 abbreviation added :— 
ius, I. 809; inf, I. 1185, II. 692; hyzs, LV. 336. 

19. Abbreviations misplaced :— 
bygyner (for bygyner), 1.486; pouener, II. 127; syluener, 

IV. 124. 
20. Wrong abbreviation used :— 

pertermynable, I, 596. 
21. One minim too many :— 

me3bor, I. 688; me, II. 812; mon, III. 348; emdele3, 

IV. 629. 
22. One minim too few :— 

hen, I. 532; baune, II. 620; tyne, III. 59; hyn, LV. 865. 

23. Forms of different phonetic development substituted in 
spite of rhyme, metre, or alliteration :— 

speund (for speuned), I. 49; adubmente (for adubbe- 
mente), I. 72; y3en (for ene), I. 200; pyse, spyce (7. w. Grece), 
J. 229, 235; cortoyse (fur cortayse), I. 303; poule (for paule), 
J. 457; cortayse (for cortaysye), I. 469, 480, 481; meyny (for 
meny), I, 542; reprene (for repreny), I. 544; se3 (for sy3), 
J. 698; kyst (alliterating on ch), Il. 464; scape (alliterating on 

sch), II. 600; gawan (adlilerating on w), IV. 343; scade 
(alliterating on sch), LV. 425 : my3t (for mo3t), LV. 872. 

In dealing with this classification of scribal errors, one might 
differentiate actual mistakes from orthographical substitutions on 
the part of the scribe (or scribes) for the poet’s own forms of 
words, which can perhaps be best studied with reference to the 
rhyming words. But even here it would be hazardous to 
presume on the poet's orthography. Did he, for example, write 
‘wace’ to emphasize the eye-rhyme with ‘ grace ’, as seems likely, 

but cannot be proved ? Iam elsewhere dealing with this very 
question of the rhymes in Pearl and Gawain. 



44 THE POET AND HIS WORK 

It is with no little satisfaction that at length I have been able 
to carry out a long-cherished wish to give to the world a repro- 
duction of this precious manuscript, which has preserved the 
work of a great poet of the spacious days of Edward III. It is 
a special satisfaction to be able to associate the volume—the first 
text issued by the Society—with the beloved memory of our 
Founder, Dr. Furnivall. Soon after his death, at a meeting 
presided over by that other honoured leader, Professor Skeat, it 

was decided that a series of facsimiles might be issued as 
the most appropriate tribute to his memory. Professor W. P. Ker 
made a generous contribution towards the purpose. Major John 
Munro, late Assistant Director of the Society, in token of his 
devotion to Dr. Furnivall, also helped forward the proposal, with 
special reference to Cotton Nero A.x. Various circumstances 
delayed the carrying out of the project, and it has been decided 
in view of present conditions to include this facsimile, excellently 
reproduced by Mr. Hallett Hyatt, among the ordinary publica- 
tions of the Society. 

The name of the poet still remains unattested, but his work 
reveals a personality standing pre-eminent as the author of 
perhaps the most tender elegiae poem of the Middle Ages, and 
certainly of the noblest of all the romances of chivalry. As one 
handles this reproduction of the fast-fading manuscript, it is well 
to bear in mind, when noting scribal errors and the like, that but 

for this humble scribe we should have lost irretrievably Perle 

and Sir Gawayne. 

Dui scripsit sit benedictus, 

Amen, 

[eee 
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