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Introduction

These Accordance modules (DSSB-C and DSSB-M) represent for the entire Hebrew and 
Aramaic corpus of scrolls found in the Judaean Desert between 1947 and today. Their 
preparation has truly been a group effort. Martin G. Abegg, Jr., James E. Bowley, and 
Edward M. Cook are responsible for the morphological analysis. Casey Toews and a 
host of Trinity Western University graduate students—Michael Anthony Apodaca, 
Elizabeth Campbell Chace, Jarod Jacobs, Dana Ouellette, Dorothy Peters, and Suzanne 
Vance—transcribed, tagged, and proofed endless printouts. We thank the editors of the 
editions (detailed below under Resources) and most especially the editors-in-chief of the 
DSS publication project—Eugene Ulrich and Emanuel Tov—for their support and 
valuable counsel.

Updates and Corrections

The DSSB data base has benefited from the detailed proofing required by the 
forthcoming: The Dead Sea Scrolls Concordance III: The Biblical Texts from the Judaean Desert 
(E. J. Brill: Leiden). Nevertheless, it is still a work in progress and we will continue to 
correct errors and make updates available yearly. Please alert Martin Abegg to any 
errors that you might find in the current module, so that they might be corrected for 
future revisions. Please email at mgabegg@gmailcom or “Report a Correction” under 
the Help menu in Accordance.

Referencing

Given the fact that both canonical and manuscript/codex referencing are commonly 
used in technical studies which refer to these manuscripts, we have compiled the data 
in two modules. DSSB-M is arranged in manuscript view with canonical references 
imbedded within the text presentation. DSSB-C reflects a canonical referencing with 
manuscript references imbedded within the text presentation. The latter module will 
run parallel to any biblical text module which includes text corresponding to the 
Hebrew Bible. The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible module (DSSB-E) is in essence a translation of 



the text in DSSB-C.

Explanation

For an explanation of the tagging scheme and suggested search strategies, see the" Read 
me first" notes for the QUMRAN module.

A few brief explanatory comments will aid in the use of this module.

1. The text of the scrolls has been tagged using the Michigan-Westminster grammatical 
tagging scheme, which is also used by the Accordance BHS-W4 (Hebrew Bible) text 
module.

2. Given the fragmentary nature of most of the Dead Sea Scroll biblical corpus, we have 
decided to offer viable reconstructions whenever possible. This factor will cause 
problems for those users who are interested in using the powerful analysis tools that 
Accordance affords as the data will include the reconstructions. On the other hand, 
those users who are interested in reading for meaning will find the reconstructions 
helpful. We have followed the editions wherever possible and have provided our own 
reconstruction when they do not. These reconstruction normally follow the MT 
tradition except in cases where scholars have determined that the manuscript in 
question is reflective of the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Septuagint, or some other ancient 
tradition. The “Ignore Words Inside of Brackets” function allows users to ignore 
reconstructions in any search.

3. Whenever possible the lexical forms incorporated in the analysis of the current BHS-
W4 text module have also been used in the DSSB modules. This will enable searches to 
be conducted using both modules concurrently. A new gloss list has been prepared that 
is focused on the extant text.

4. Given the lack of vocalization, there is much more opportunity for alternate analysis 
(parsing) in the Dead Sea Scroll corpus than in the Hebrew Bible. Opinions on analysis 
will occasionally differ.

5. Current referencing schemes have been modified slightly to accommodate 
Accordance. This effects the referencing of DSSB-M only. Manuscripts published by 
column are recorded in a column:line format. Thus “1QIsaa 4:3” references the 
manuscript known as 1QIsaa column 4, line 3. The more common fragmentary portions 
follow the pattern of fragment column: line. Thus “1Q4 f6ii:3” refers to manuscript 1Q4, 
fragment (f) 6, column 2, and line 3. Only the fragment number will show variation 



from this pattern as the characters + and _ are incorporated to show combinations of 
individual fragments. For example, “1Q4 f7_8:1” refers to an ensemble of fragments 7 
and 8.

6. A few additional characters have been incorporated to represent various 
characteristics of handwritten manuscripts.

     [] material between single square brackets represent the modern editor's 
reconstruction.

     ≤ ≥ double square brackets represent a vacat, an area of unwritten skin left by the 
scribe. These are usually related to sense breaks in the text.

     {} single curly brackets represent the modern editors’ decision that errant text should 
be removed.

     {{}} double curly brackets indicate various types of erasure at the hand of the ancient 
copyists/editors.

     () parentheses are normally used to indicate alternate reconstructions. A few modern 
editors used them to indicate damaged skin or especially uncertain letter traces.

     <> single angle brackets offer the modern editors’ suggested corrections to missing 
or errant text

     <<>> double angle brackets indicate an ancient copyist/editor's correction to the text 
(other than supralinear, see directly below)

     ^ ^ carats indicate supralinear corrections made by ancient copyists/editors.

     ° a single small circle indicates an uncertain letter trace.

    |   a circle over a letter indicates a damaged character with an uncertain reading.

   «     a small dot over the letter indicates a damaged character with a reading of one of 
two letters.

        ? a few modern editors used question marks for various doubtful elements in the 
transcription: uncertain vacats, reconstructions, letter traces, etc.



     - - a double hyphen is used to indicate visually a hole in the manuscript, or in other 
words, a lack of viable reconstruction. It also serves the purpose of separating non-
adjacent words in the data so that they are at least one word apart, and not viewed by 
the search engine as if they were side by side.

    ≤a≥ an aleph between double square brackets indicates a supralinear line in the 
manuscript.

7. Paleo-Hebrew script used to represent the names of God when written such in the 

manuscripts (e.g. hwhy at 4Q57 f8:8). However, Accordance does not currently allow 
the user to search for Paleo-Hebrew.

8. In DSSB-M the search “field” or “context” follows a Biblical analogy.  That is, each 
Dead Sea Scroll manuscript is like a book, and each column is like a chapter, and each 
line is like a verse.

Therefore, if the search “field” in Accordance is set to “Verse”, then word relationships 
in DSSB-M will be found for words in the same manuscript line.  Likewise, if the search 
“field” in Accordance is set to “Chapter”, then word relationships in DSSB-M will be 
found for words in the same manuscript column or individual fragments of 
manuscripts. Therefore, if the search “field” in Accordance is set to “Book”, then word 
relationships in DSSB-M will be found for words in the same entire manuscript.

9. The perfect consecutive tag is not indicated.

10. The cohortative is tagged according to form, not function.
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